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LEADER G- CH NESE RCBBERY GANG ARRAI GNED ON FEDERAL CHARGES
| NVAM NG OVER 20 ARMED ROBBERI ES AROUND THE U. S.

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and PASQUALE D AMURO, the
Assistant Director in charge of the New York O fice of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBl), announced today that WANG
JIA FU, a/k/a “Ga Fook,” the |eader of a |arge Chi nese robbery
gang, was arraigned today in Manhattan Federal Court by United
States District Judge DENNY CHIN. WANG JI A FU was det ai ned
wi t hout bail.

The 57-count |ndictnment, which nanmes 15 defendants,
i ncl udi ng WANG JI A FU, charges that the defendants conspired to
rob, and robbed at gunpoint, 24 different hones and busi nesses in
New York City and at |east five other states. The Indictnent
al l eges specifically that the defendants committed a series of
arnmed robberies in New York’s Chinatown in 2000 and 2001. In

particul ar, during the robbery of a business at 136-05 Sanford



Avenue, Queens, New York, which is charged in Counts 52 and 53 of
the Indictnent, a woman was shot in the head. In addition,
according to the Indictnent, various defendants travel ed around
the United States, including in New Jersey, Florida, Georgia,
Arizona, and California to commt additional robberies. The
charges in the Indictnent represent the culmnation of a three-
year investigation by the FBI's Asian Organized Crinme Task Force,
which is made up of FBI agents and NYPD detecti ves.

To date, seven defendants, including WANG JI A FU, have
been arrested on the Indictnent. Al were previously arraigned
in Manhattan Federal Court, and have al so been detai ned w thout
bail. Besides WANG JI A FU, these defendants are JIN CHEN, SONG
PING TI AN, CHEN CHAO, ZHQU ZI Yl, CHEN FEN, and CHEN TENG  The
remai ni ng ei ght defendants charged in the Indictnment remain
fugitives.

The current Indictnment follows the successful
prosecution of six other nenbers of JIA FU s robbery crew. On
May 29, 2003, two of those indivduals, CHEN XI ANG and LI N Xl AN
WJ, were convicted, after a two-week jury trial, before JUDGE
Rl CHARD CONWAY CASEY, of robbing at gunpoint three businesses in
New York’s Chinatown. All three of the businesses al so operated
backroom ganbling parlors. CHEN XI ANG and LIN XI AN WJ were al so
convicted of conspiring to conmt, and comrmtting, an arned

extortion of a Chi nese busi nessnan.



The evidence at trial established that nenbers of JIA
FU s robbery gang deliberately targeted Chinese inmmgrants,
particularly immgrants who ran illicit ganbling parlors and
brothels, in the hope that their victins would be unlikely to
report the crines to the police. The evidence at trial also
established that the robbers’ victins included young chil dren and
el derly people, who were routinely bound and often physically
assaulted. In total, the evidence established, nenbers of JIA
FU s robbery crew stol e hundreds of thousands of dollars in cash
and property during the course of their robberies.

The remai ning four defendants indicted along with the
two trial defendants — CHUN RONG CHEN, XI AO Q N ZHQU, LI XIN YE,
and LI VEI — all pled guilty. On July 23, 2002, LI WEl was
sentenced by JUDGE CASEY to 52 nonths’ inprisonnment. CHEN Xl ANG
LIN XIAN WJ, CHUN RONG CHEN, XIAO QN ZHOQU, and LI XIN YE are
awai ti ng sentenci ng.

| f convicted, each defendant charged in the Indictnent,
and each defendant awaiting sentencing, faces a maxi num sentence
of 20 years in prison for each count of robbery and each count of
conspiracy to commt robbery. JIA FUis charged with directly
participating in nore than 16 arnmed robberies. |In addition, each
firearns offense carries a maxi mum penalty of life inprisonnent.
Moreover, the first firearns conviction for any defendant carries

a mandat ory m ni num sentence of seven years in prison, and each



additional firearnms conviction carries a consecutive nmandatory
m ni mum sentence of 25 years in prison

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the FBI
the New York City Police Departnent, and all of the |local |aw
enf orcenent agenci es throughout the country that assisted in the
i nvesti gati on.

Assi stant United States Attorneys PREET BHARARA and
LESLI E BROMW are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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